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         _____July 2010 Newsletter 
Underground Fun & Games:  This month is for fun and games SFS style – anything goes.
 
That's Science Fiction 
Tuesday July 6, 2010 – 7p 
Hillsdale Public Library 
Immortal 
*Dining follows the movie. 
 
Face the Fiction 
Saturday July 10, 2010  
5:30 – 10:30 p 
King of Games Day/Movies 
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
Ramsey 
*see page 2 for details 
 
Suspense Central 
Monday July 12, 2010 – 8p 
Borders /Interstate Shopping Center  
Rt. 17 South, Ramsey, NJ 
Underground by Kat Richardson 
 
Drawing A Crowd 
Wednesday July 14, 2010 – 8p  
New Moon Comics 
Join moderator Tim Cook as he  
Leads us in fun and games. 
For additional information click 
www.newmooncomics.com. 
 
Heroes & Rogues Call of Cthulu 1920’s 
Saturday July 17, 2010 – 2:30p 
Directions available upon request/contact Todd 
Join us for terror, monsters, madness and more as 
GM BJ Pehush explores the city of Arkham MA  
with our monthly Call of Cthulu (Chaosium 6th edition) 
game.  
 
 
 
 

 
Films to Come: 4-Star Movie Discussion Group 
Wednesday July 21, 2010 – 7p 
Ramsey Borders/Interstate Shopping Center 
This group discusses the world of cinema and 
entertainment.  Classic, current and upcoming genre 
and genre-related films, TV, books and media 
happenings are discussed. If it deals with 
entertainment, our Master of Entertainment Moderator 
will cover it.   *Dining follows this event. 
 
Modern Masters 
Friday July 23, 2010 – 8p 
Borders Ramsey/Interstate Shopping Center  
Mad House by Rob Thurman 
*pre-meeting dinner:  Nonna’s, 11 Franklin Tpke., 
Mahwah 201.529.1151 
 
Rogue Trader:  Wolves in the Fold 
Saturday July 24 – 2p – 10p 
Panera Restaurant Community Room 
Ramsey, 1300 Rt. 17 North 
Welcome to the Western Nations of Temnia, a brutal 
and vicious tyranny ruled by the Immortal  
Emperor, the illustrious Naram'tzin, your boss. This 
game explores life in the far West, where  
powerful Samurai serve demon-worshipping madmen, 
and expediency and survival are balanced  
by honor and horror. A new day in the Yenxhai 
Dominions is dawning, and the peaceful nations of  
the East should beware! 
 
Themes of the Fantastic 
Tuesday July 27, 2010 – 8p 
Wayne Public Library 
Fun and games in SF and genre – it’s a free-for-all 
 www.waynepubliclibrary.org 
 
please visit www.sfsnnj.com for full details 
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SFSNNJ Face the Fiction presents 
King of Games Day  

 
When:  Saturday, July 10, 2010 
Time:  5:30 – 10:30pm 
Location:  Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
                      55 Wyckoff Avenue 
                      Ramsey, NJ 07446-2209 
                       www.redeemerramsey.org 
 
*Lutheran Church of the Redeemer is located on Wyckoff Avenue.  Wyckoff 
Avenue starts off as Main Street near Franklin Tpke.   
 
This month we return to Fun & Games with King of Games Day. The SFSNNJ will 
have a day of gaming, movies, food and fun.  RPG, board games, card games, 
movies, food and good company! 
 
Please bring a favorite movie for viewer's choice.  Movies will be shown 
throughout the evening as viewer’s choice on the big screen! 
 
Todd will take the helm at the gaming tables providing tutorials and killing off 
your orcs!  Gotta watch him. 
 
Please feel free to bring along a snack or some beverages. Light refreshments 
will be available. 
 
There is ample parking in the rear of the building. 
 
 

Face the Fiction: Where imagination lives! 
Only at the SFSNNJ 
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June Meeting Recaps  
 
That’s Science Fiction! – Tuesday June 1, 2010  
We met Tuesday night, June 1, 2010, to watch "Lars and the Real Girl" starring Ryan Gosling. It was good to see 
Debra Matofsky in attendance. The film was odd to say the least, but really worked. It was a great way to begin our 
psychology month. A guy who introduces his brother and sister-in-law to his new female friend (a doll) is an 
interesting idea. The film had a lot of laughs, but also a lot of heart. A big thanks to Ann-Marie for suggesting it. No 
one had seen it previously, so there were no preconceptions. A truly enjoyable film.  (Chris Hasselkus) 
Additional comments: 

In spite of the capriciously stormy weather, a few of us journeyed over to the Hillsdale Library to sit back and relax 
for another installment of That's Science Fiction!  I managed to arrive right on the heels of Deb Matovsky, and met 
up with Chris and Mike, taking a seat on the far left of the room, and we began Monsters from the Id month with 
an appropriately psychological film, Lars and the Real Girl, the film almost unanimously voted for in the SFSNNJ 
poll for June (and which none of those attending had actually seen prior to last night). 
  
Now first, let me caution you, in spite of what you may have heard, this film is not a fantasy, is not particularly 
racy, and is really not a comedy (as such).  In point of fact, I kind of compared it to several films, stating that, and 
“If Fargo and Too Wong Foo had a very serious baby, it would be Lars and the Real Girl."  Ann-Marie compared it 
to one of the shorts shown by then-moderator Aubrey Ward from the 75th Annual Academy Awards Short Films 
DVD entitled The Charming Man.  The film is very atmospheric, and the acting, direction, and cinematography are 
all top shelf.  I know what you are thinking, though, can pretty-boy Ryan Gosling actually act?  The answer is a 
surprising YES! 
  
OK, so the film starts with loner Lars (Ryan Gosling) being strong-armed into coming to breakfast after Church 
(which invitation he later skips out on).  Lars, it seems, is living in the garage while his brother Gus (Paul 
Schneider) and his pregnant wife, Karen (Emily Mortimer), live in the main house.  While living like a hermit 
appears to appeal to Lars, who avoids contact and interaction wherever possible, appearances can be deceiving.  
Desirous of some form of companionship, Lars orders a Real Doll, whom he names Bianca, and proceeds to act 
as though Bianca were a real person, even going so far as to ask his brother and sister-in-law to put her up in the 
guest bedroom since Bianca was very religious and felt that she and Lars sharing a home without being married 
was improper.  At the insistence of Dr. Dagmar (Patricia Clarkson), Gus and Karen play along, and soon the 
entire town is helping out as much as they can, with everyone doing their part to make 'Bianca' a part of the 
community.  Truly tender and sweet, the film presents us with a few great moments of awkwardness, a couple of 
astonishing tear-jerker scenes, and a mélange of genuinely wonderful scenes amongst some very well developed 
and portrayed characters.  This is an entire town of folks coming together to help one man with his psychological 
baggage, and coming to grips with their own issues all at the same time. 
  
Conversation about the movie continued on for a further half hour in spite of the bugs and humidity, before even 
we stalwart few were forced to make the long trek home (in my case a 90 second drive).  Tune in next month 
when we view Moshe Yoder's pick, Immortal. (Todd Ehrenfels) 
 
I think we were all surprised by how good this film was.  We came across this one by chance.  When I did a 
search of film titles fitting the month's theme, this was one of the titles.  When Todd put titles up for a poll, it was 
unanimously voted for (mostly because it was not predictable and seemed quirky).  Talk about serendipity!  

As Todd pointed out, this film was well written.  There were moments when you really felt for the characters.  You 
were in turn tense, sad and at times laughing out loud.  The reactions of the actors seemed so genuine you were 
awkward right alongside them.  We could not stop talking about the movie.  Deb expressed how she almost didn't 
want to watch one scene because she thought, as did most of us that things were going to get ugly.  When they 
didn't, it was a huge relief.  

Lars and the Real Girl could've been a one-joke movie.  In fact, Mike, Todd and I were discussing how the 
trailers/commercials made it appear to be a typical 'frat house' type film.  The film never came close.  A talented 
cast, a great script, and direction never condescends to its character or the audience.    

An excellent way to start the month.  New, fresh and no retreads here. (AM) 

Drawing A Crowd – Wednesday, June 9, 2010 

Psychology of the ID in comics. Surprise, surprise: Tim STILL doesn't like Superman. Both he and Dave thought 
Batman was damaged, and not only because his parents were killed. I brought up Peter Parker and his angst at 
having to be Spider Man. Haywood mentioned Smallville and how good the actor was who played Lex Luthor. 
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Tim liked the actor who played Lex Luthor in Lois & Clark. P.S. Tim admitted that he even has the first season of 
Lois & Clark on DVD! A fun and informative meeting. (Chris Hasselkus) 

Face the Fiction:  Barbara Campbell– Saturday, June 12, 2010  

Our June guest, Barbara Campbell provided two straight hours of entertainment to a full house.  We had a great, laid-
back time. 
  
Barbara is primarily a fantasy writer, but we learned through several humorous stories that was not always the case 
(we must remember Cherokee the Wild Pinto).  Barbara told us about her humble first writing attempts (romance, so 
not her thing), gave the aspiring writers in attendance a few good writing workshops and books that can be helpful, 
and kept the laughs coming.  Barbara was, in short, a triple threat:  writer, speaker and comedian!     
  
Barbara's The Trickster's Game Trilogy was the focus of the meeting.  Shout out - the trilogy is up for an award!  The 
Trickster's Game Trilogy has been nominated for the 2010 Mythopoeic Fantasy Award for Adult Literature.  In a 
humble and classy move, Ms. Campbell even read the names of her fellow authors up for the award.   
  
Trickster's Game...the trilogy consists of Heartwood, Bloodstone and Foxfire.  The stories combine mythology, quests 
and lots of good, dark, edge-of-your-seat "things" - you had to be there.  Barbara was explaining to the group how 
there are times when she's writing when she draws a blank.  Has the beginning.  Has the end.  But, when she sends 
the outline to her editor, she fills the middle in with the very detailed explanation "things happen"...too funny. 
  
Heartwood, book one, introduces the reader to Darak.  Darak will be with the reader for all three books.  It is 
important to note that while some characters do crossover into books 2 and 3, each book is written as a stand-alone, 
set 15 years apart.  Ms. Campbell explained her logic to us was because she personally doesn't like reading a story 
that will be part of a trilogy only to get to the end of the first book, have it end in a cliff-hanger and the next book not 
come out for years! 
  
Back to Darak.  Darak opens the trilogy.  He's a hunter.  His family has succumbed to plague and he has lost faith.  
Little does Darak know his faith will be sorely tested soon.  Chaos is about to come knocking on his door.  Will Darak 
save his remaining tribe member from eternal Winter? 
  
Funny aside:  Barbara was telling the group about a craft fair she attended with her husband.  While perusing the 
items she spotted a cute little craft that read Balance.  She immediately wanted to purchase the item for Darak 
because balance was what he needed to achieve.  We're sure her husband hustled her to the car rather quickly when 
she began wanting to buy items for a character in her book - lol! 
  
Bloodstone, book 2, was right up Deena's dark little alley.  Human sacrifice, blood and much with the dark.  Darak's 
son Keirith is using his 'gifts' to do the forbidden.  Never good.  Keirith flees but sees through a vision his village is 
about to be attacked.  This journey is the darkest of nightmares. 
  
Foxfire, book 3, finds Rigat, Darak's youngest son overstepping his bounds.  How could the apple have fallen so far 
from the hero-dad tree?  maybe all is not what it seems.  Could a trickster be at play?  This time our heroes must 
follow the path to Chaos. 
  
The format for the evening was open and informal.  Questions were asked throughout the presentation.  Of course, 
we hit Barbara up to read to us.  Ms. Campbell's acting background shined during the reading.  We heard an excerpt 
from Heartwood - creepy, evil trees clawing at Darak - that had us enthralled.  Daraks' horrid journey ended to 
applause from the entire group - even Remi who is a self-professed chicken. 
  
Barbara ended the meeting by telling us about her upcoming book, some short stories she had written and then 
signed books for everyone who purchased.  We were many in numbers and didn’t have to fight Todd for the front of 
the line.  Although I think I did see Amir cut in front of Jo. 
  
Big thanks to Barbara Campbell for a wonderful time!  We continued the evening at Stateline where talk was of ree 
rees, owls, old TV shows, Gene's awesome power of menu staring, Debbie's Marmaduke t-shirt and a grab bag full of 
goodies.  Good time. (AM) 
 
Suspense Central – Monday June 14, 2010 

We met last night in the Event section of the Borders Books and Music in Ramsey to discuss one of the great, 
seminal works of Science Fiction, The Lathe of Heaven by Ursula K. Leguin. 
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Bill started the conversation off with a question of what other books were nominated for Hugo's in the year that 
Lathe of Heaven lost.  The answer was: 
Winner: To Your Scattered Bodies Go 
Nominee: Dragonquest 
Nominee: Jack of Shadows 
Nominee: A Time of Changes 
Bill was curious about the answer, mainly because it is interesting to note what won or didn't, and what remains a 
classic.  While Philip Jose Farmer's To Your Scattered Bodies Go is an important part of Science Fiction, I believe 
that The Lathe of Heaven is a far more enduring work. 
 
The Lathe of Heaven is a story of how a young draftsman named George Orr learns that he is having 'effective 
dreams' (i.e. dreams that alter the fabric of reality), and tries to stop.  At first he attempts to use drugs to control 
his dreaming, but he is caught and forced to undergo therapy with a manipulative psychiatrist named Dr. Haber. 
 Haber, in turn, is attempting to use George to make the world a better place.  When George tries to sue the 
Doctor for invasion of privacy, he meets Helen, who, though skeptical, goes with George to Dr. Haber's office and 
learns the truth of what has really been going on. 
 
We discussed the book for a good two hours, on and off, and we were all impressed by the sort of Zen attitudes 
of George and most of the other characters.  One of the things that we kept coming back to the Brahma-esque 
George Orr character, and the constant description of him as 'weak'.  Amusingly, for such an allegedly weak 
character, he is the only one who really takes a positive stand for the betterment of everyone. 
 
Another theme we discussed at length was the pushy Doctor Haber, and his attempts to use George to change 
the world in positive ways.  Doctor Haber fails to understand George's main desire to cease meddling with the 
universe by stopping his 'effective dreams', and keeps trying to persuade the young man that it is his 
responsibility to fix the evils of the world.  Sadly every time George fixes a problem, two more problems take their 
place! 
 
Kathleen commented at this point that she felt badly for George, who just wanted to stop it all and not hurt 
anyone.  We all agreed that one of the most horrible things in the book was when George eliminated racism by 
turning everyone gray (at which point he lost track of Helen). 
 
In addition to the book, we discussed the PBS mini-series and the A&E mini-series at some length. 
 
Some of the other things that we discussed last night included David Gerrold and the vagaries of 1970's writing 
styles, Stonehenge Apocalypse, True Blood, replacement windows, car Kharma, and so much more! 
 
Next month's selection is Underground by Kat Richarson.  (Todd Ehrenfels) 
 

What's new, what's in theaters and what's to be avoided - all topics discussed at last night's Films to Come.  A wealth 
of information was covered, no stone was left unturned.  We were busy little attendees - like it or not. 

Films to Come – Wednesday, June 16, 2010 

  
Barry hit the ground running and came prepared.  He was going to instill some movie knowledge - forcefully if 
necessary.  We would not stumble blindly into the cinema if he could help it.   
  
What was discussed?  Get ready: 
  
Once again the very popular fill-in the blank game was played for the top grossing films to date for 2010.  Barry has 
us guess the film by having us fill-in the blank in the title.  I swear he used the same clues he did last time!  How bad 
does he think we are?   We successfully managed to bluff our way through.  We may have had some fun at Barry's 
expense with our creative interpretations of the blanks but he will greatly exaggerate it - we weren't that bad.  OK, 
maybe Todd was, but the rest of us were good. 
  
Barry took some time to go over Stephen King's Dance Macabre with new material.  This version has 20 new pages 
of information.  All of it on movies.  King tells the reader about his movie picks and why he likes/dislikes each one.  It 
was decided that Stephen King not only has eclectic tastes but some if it is questionable.  I think Colleen will be 
writing him a stern email about Blair Witch!   
  
King lists Blair Witch I & II, The Objective (from the makers of the Blair Witch), Dawn of the Dead, Shaun of the Dead, 
Last House on the Left, Stir of Echoes, Final Destination, Jeepers Creepers, Mothman Prophecies, Snakes on a 
Plane, 1408 and The Mist among films he enjoys and recommends.  This is not a complete list.  For that you'll have 
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to go read the book or attend Films.  This was a fun segment and we all had fun agreeing or disagreeing with King.  
We enjoyed this so much that a large chunk of time was spent reminiscing about the films King mentions and adding 
our own two-cents. 
  
Several relevant books were brought to the table (Jonah Hex, syfy magazine, Rue Morgue to name a few) and 
discussed. 
  
The infamous 'list' took up the remaining time of the meeting.  Months covered were May, June and July.  We even 
got through all three months - distractions, interruptions and all!  That's moderating, or ignoring us and going ahead 
with your agenda regardless.  Take your pick. 
  
May was a fun recall of films attendees had seen.  Mike Paulmeno provided much insight and humor.  Some of the 
movies we touched on: 
Robin Hood - both Mike Paulmeno and Colleen gave this one thumbs up. 
Prince of Persia:  The Sands of Time - Mike P let us know this was not the film to save the gaming movie genre.  
While good for a video game movie, it wasn't great.  In particular, Mike questioned the casting.  Aubrey had also 
previously pointed out that very same thing in his review of the film. 
MacGruber - to quote Mike P, "worst movie I've ever seen" 
Babies - remains a moderator favorite ;-) 
Best Worst Movie - go Todd! and still vindication... 
Don't get Barry going about Monkey Shines >:-{ 
  
June had fewer movies that had been seen, but gave us some titles to avoid and some to see.  Although it looks like 
a 'take a pass' Mike Paulmeno told the group that Get Him to the Greek was pretty funny.  He thought Jonah Hill was 
good.  The A-Team theme song was hummed.  The Twilight hysteria was touched on.  Splice is a recommend if 
you're looking for decent SF.  We all thought Rosenkrantz and Guildenstern Are Undead looks like a possibility.  The 
Killer Inside Me was somehow turned into a porn film.  Don't ask. 
  
July - yes, we were still going strong (or being punished for our wayward behavior) and July made the cut.  There was 
much talk about Salt; from the recasting of the lead to a female character to it secretly being SALT talks.  Mike 
Paulmeno gave us the heads up on Inception - a dream thief is able to steal secrets from your dreams.  We'll have to 
see.  The Adjustment Bureau defies description.  Even the makers of the film say it's hard to put into one 
genre.  Action, politics and romance.  Predators - this sequel will have to work hard to prove itself.  We did take an 
aside here to learn the history of the word nimrod.  You never know what you'll learn at Films to Come!  How will a 
full-length movie be made, live-action no less, from a tiny segment from Fantasia in the Sorcerer's Apprentice?  Can 
Nicholas Cage pull it off?  The Last Airbender - M. Night Shymalan, dud followed dud, needs a hit.  Could Airbender 
be it?  We also found out that only Valhalla is rising not Nicolas Wingding Refn's career. 
  
We had an eye-opening lesson about proper use of celery stalks and Barry's notes to self about said celery stalks.  B-
movies, art-house films, directors, actors and an assortment of other random mutiny all went around the table.  We 
were finally unchained from the oars at 10p.  We chatted for a bit and headed out for food, conversation and stuff.  
Good meeting.   
Heroes & Rogues Call of Cthulu 1920’s 

Take a walk through the streets of Arkham, MA as investigators  
explore the strange and often-mad world inspired by the works of HP  
Lovecraft.  Ghouls, Vampires, and things man was not meant to  
understand crowd this bustling 1920's town, and learning more to  
survive can be its own hazard. 
 
Cast of Characters: 
Bunta 
Tibetan Sherpa and valet to Professor Smith (Thom Purdy) 
Father Jamison Crawford 
Roman Catholic Priest (Todd V. Ehrenfels) 
Rose Dalloway 
Freelance Reporter (Kate Landis) 
Dr. Leo McAllister 
Alienist and MD (Kate Landis) 
Harry Niaman 
Struggling Artist (Chuck Garofalo) 
Nikolai Rostov 
Russian Tailor (Todd V. Ehrenfels) 
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Professor Aloyssius Van Dyne 
Cryptozoologist and Monster Hunter extraordinary (Thom Purdy) 
Sammy 'the Sledge' Salviani 
purveyor or illegal liquor (Chuck Garofalo) 
 
Special Guest: Gilbert the German Shepherd dog 
(Beau Ehrenfels the Yorkie) 
 
 
Last Session June 19th, 2010: 
Excerpt from the Journals of Father Jamison Crawford of Saint Mary's  
Parish, Arkham, Mass 
 
April 1921 
It is important to note that as a parish priest I have certain responsibilities.  I bring  
this up in part because it will help explain the events that I am about to describe.  I  
bring this up to also help you understand that much like the lamentable Mr. Darwin's  
theory, I too am evolving to fill a niche in our little society of investigators. 
 
It all began when we returned home from our outing amongst the psychopathic cannibal  
killers in the local wilderness.  Rose Dalloway had pieced together some important  
information, and we learned that a certain Bostonian artist by the name of Pickman  
was not only receiving shipments of human flesh, but was purposefully ordering such  
things.  As we had met the detestable artiste on a previous occasion, and had been  
thoroughly repulsed by both him and his paintings, we determined to catch him out in a  
net of his own deceits. 
 
Nikolai, shaving his head and removing his massive forked beard, proceeded to infiltrate  
the lion's den, as it were, by pretending to be one of the Targar Russians of Ajax  
Meats.  Nikolai needed backup, and so Rose, Sammy, Leo, and I went up to Boston  
to try to help out as we could.  As I am rubbish in any kind of an organized fight, I  
determined to attempt to find a way to get us near to Pickman's residence as I could  
without raising suspicions, that my more combat oriented compatriots might come to  
Nikolai's aid if need be. 
 
Our 'cover', to co-opt a term used by my Slavic companion, was to gather donations for  
the poor and destitute.  As we gathered belongings for those less fortunate, Nikolai  
gathered information on the goings on at Pickman's residence.  It appears that  
Pickman has taken on some rather ghoulish houseguests, and has recently begun  
expanding his property into the neighboring homes.  It is likely that the generous family  
that donated a large amount of clothing may be next on the list of acquisitions for  
Pickman's expanding warren. 
 
Pickman, meanwhile, tasked Master Rostov with obtaining a virgin sacrifice for himself  
and his houseguests.  A suitable young lady would be needed for some nefarious ceremony  
to be performed several weeks hence in the basement at Pickman's home.  We have a  
plan to deal with this circumstance, however in the mean time another dire situation has  
been sighted off our bow. 
 
It seems that a small town in New Hampshire, Jennings, has recently begun seeing  
lights up on the mountain, and a reporter has gone missing.  As strange goings-on go,  
this one is right in tune with our personal mission to explore and describe all that is  
unknowable.  We arrived in Jennings yesterday, and have begun uncovering a great deal  
of horror already.  Though the local sheriff is amiable and pleasant, it seems likely that  
he is far out of his depth on this case.  If this is the tip of the iceberg, I dread that  
which lies beneath the surface... 

 
 

  
 
Themes of the Fantastic – Tuesday, June 22, 2010 
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Monster from the Id:  Psychology in SF and related genre turned out to be a great theme that we had fun with the 
entire month!  We will continue to have fun with this theme Friday at Borders, Ramsey with Charles Stross' 
Glasshouse (preceded by fun at Ole Ole Mexican restaurant, 6:30p). 
  
First Themes.  The stormy weather was fitting for a discussion that covered some of the darkest minds in SF, genre 
and the real world.  Some of the characters/people were indeed 'monsters' that are so scary their Id ran away.  As 
Barry pointed out, the topic could not be narrowed down to only those books/movies that are clinically psychological - 
all movies/books have some aspect of psychology to them.  Every character has to employ their mind to get from 
point a to point b.  With that in mind, we came up with answers for over two hours as we enjoyed the lightening show 
outside. 
  
Todd opened the meeting with The Machinist staring Christian Bale.  Bale's character has a disorder that prevents 
him from eating, creates insomnia and paranoia. Bale famously lost an unhealthy amount of weight for this role.  
Todd also gave us Phantom of the Opera, Into the Mouth of Madness (Barry added, "ugh, that movie!"), Mermaids, 
Gothika, Marine Wars, Charles Dexter Ward, 1984, The Island of Dr. Moreau (film and books).  The Invisible Man, 
Hollow Man, Modern Problems, all 3 spins on the invisible theme, were discussed at length.  Todd recommends 
Modern Problems.  The fun book, From the Notebooks of Dr. Brian made Todd's list.  This book is about a 
psychologist whose patients are 'retired' superheroes.  They have some real issues now that they're not out fighting 
bad guys.  Todd talked about Dr. Venture from the Venture Brothers on Cartoon Swim.  The infamous Equilibrium - 
trying to recall the title almost had Todd being added to our list of psychologically damaged goods - thankfully Barry 
arrived to save the day.   
  
Chris H offered Hitchcock's films (Strangers On A Train, Rear Window, Spellbound, Vertigo, Psycho) and Poe's Tell 
Tale Heart.  Another title was The Portrait of Dorian Grey.   
  
Chuck warmed to the topic and had a bounty of films/books.  Sorry, Wrong Number, Shadow of A Doubt, The 
Invisible Woman, Murder, Shirley Jackson's The Birds Nest, Turn of the Screw, Fahrenheit 451, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde, the Joker, and Him.  He posed the question that many psychologically based films/books lend themselves to; 
"is the crazy man crazy?"  In many cases, the weekend-pass is the only one who can see clearly.  Chuck also had us 
amused by his statement, "The only ghosts I see are murders I missed," when talking about the film Murder.  Too 
true, Chuck, too true. 
  
Jo gave us a few goodies too.  Forbidden Planet, Three Faces of Eve, Hide and Seek (with DeNiro not Nicholson 
Jo!), Frankenstein, The Trial, and Crime and Punishment.  Jo explained her answers by stating, "what, I took a 
European history class.  Gotta use that stuff somewhere!"  Indeed, Jo, indeed. 
  
I felt Sherlock Holmes fit the bill nicely as his investigations are all about watching, observing and utilizing the 
obvious.  If that's not psychology...  Silence of the Lambs was a must add (with Barry's apparent approval).  Every 
character in the story has some issue.  Dr. Lecter isn't the only complex carb in the bunch ("A census taker once tried 
to test me. I ate his liver with some fava beans and a nice Chianti."  You have to enjoy a man who knows what he 
likes, from a distance - lol).  Sybil, Whatever Happened to Baby Jane, and Secret Window (a film with Johnny Depp 
based on a Stephen King short story).  I thought What's Eating Gilbert Grape? was a fit.  The movie focuses on how 
each of the children in the Grape family deal with the social reactions to their family members and how each one is 
shaped by things.  Our June That's Science Fiction! pick, Lars and the Real Girl, was similar in feel and an excellent 
choice for the month.  We're still talking about the film.  Shakespeare lends himself perfectly to the psychological train 
wreck - Hamlet, Mac Beth, The Tempest.  The dark and atmospheric The Crow made my list.  Fun movie to watch!  
The bad guys get mind-screwed by the vengeful 'Crow' - very well done film.  I added the Batman character.  I added 
real-life characters as well.  You can't talk psychological mayhem without bringing in Son of Sam and Charles 
Manson. 
  
Barry's first addition was The Lathe of Heaven.  We then took a trip to the comic universe.  Wow!  Whole lotta crazy 
bunnies exist here.  First up was Doc Sampson of Hulk fame.  He is not a doctor you want near you.  Cancel your 
appointment ASAP.  Next up was Batman.  Barry explained that Batman's whole motivation is psychological.  He then 
added some nuts from Arkham Asylum to the tossed salad of Batman world:  Jonathan Crane, aka Scarecrow (he is 
scary and creepy, thanks so much for bringing him up on a dark, stormy night), Joker, Harley Quinn, Hugo Strange, 
and The Riddler.  The Jackal, a psychiatrist of questionable practice made his list.  Amazon Women on the Moon, 
Counselor Troy (Star Trek Next Gen) and Tony Millionaire (Drinky Crow creator - if he's not institutionalized, he 
should be).  Terminator 2 opens with Sarah Connor in an institution.  Barry felt a Buffy episode where Buffy is in an 
institution and leaves the audience to wonder if her 'slayer' persona is real or imagined should be added although he 
did not like the episode. 
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Bill, dedicated moderator, called in from Florida to find out how things were going.  Unfortunately, we had a bad 
connection and could barely make him out.  Bill asked if anyone was keeping a list and I thought he said, "read me 
the list" and started reading our answers to him!  Oops!  The gesture was appreciated. 
  
In all, good time and fun night.  Read carefully to make sure you didn't make our list ;-) 
 
Modern Masters – Friday June 25, 2010 

For the first time in many months, we ventured forth before the meeting to do a pre-meeting get-together and 
meal.  This month we hit Ole Ole, a Mexican restaurant in Suffern NY to dine and dish out the fun.  Conversation 
ran the gamut from the Edgar Rice Burroughs shelf in the enormous Jacksonville Public Library to Toy Story 3. 

 
When we finally joined the rest of the gang at the Borders Interstate Shopping Center, it was to find the 
conversation already in progress!  Aurelia, Chris, Remi, and Liz were gathered around the table, chatting  
about Glasshouse, a topic that would absorb us for the next two and a half hours.  That's right, we managed to 
stay on topic for a huge amount of time, and really only wandered off topic to discuss some of Charles Stross' 
other works.  Before you celebrate, though, you should know that this book was not a universal hit. 
 
As I sat down, I was immediately assaulted with a complaint that Glasshouse had become Aurelia's new panacea 
for insomnia.  Aurelia posited that the missing chunks of time she was experiencing were due to the dense prose 
and over-explanation of scientific minutia, a comment that was seconded by Kathleen.  Liz thought it was very  
interesting, though the suspension of disbelief was hard to maintain at times.  Chris thought that Reeve's 
possession of one of the Fiori bodies was 'overly contrived' (though I am not sure why, since Stross showed  
the concept in both theory and practice throughout the book).  My personal feelings were that this was one of 
Charles Stross' best works.  Those who had not read the book posed some excellent questions and  
made some great observations as well. 
 
So why all this flap about the Hugo nominated novel?  What is it all about? 
 
Glasshouse is a novel set in the far future of the 27th century.  Humanity is very different from what we know it 
due to technological advances.  The setting is commonly referred to as a 'post-singularity’, or transhumanist, 
milieu.  Transportation is instantaneous across the network of A-Gates and T-Gates, and people are essentially 
immortal through the use of data back-ups.  In addition to immortality, people can make of themselves what they 
wish, from adding arms to becoming aliens, or Tanks (which led to an hysterical description by Kathleen of a big 
burly woman hitting people with her purse).  The main character, Robin, joins an experimental colony in order to 
hide from a group that is trying to kill him.  Unfortunately, this is a case of out of the frying pan and into the fire, as 
the experiment in recreating the dark ages (circa mid-20th to mid-21st centuries) turns out to be far more sinister 
than one would have surmised. 
 
Intricately detailed characters, an amazingly complex plot, and bizarrely interrelated psychologies coalesce to 
form increasingly more byzantine evolutions of the story.  It was pretty well universally agreed that the book was 
intelligent, thought provoking, and a worthy addition to the hallowed halls of hard science fiction.  It was also 
pretty well agreed that Charlie looked eerily similar to another game theory writer that everyone knows and loves. 
 A writer who also happened to be moderating that specific meeting.  Hmmmm... 
 
At any rate, the evening proceeded well past the point where Borders closed, and I have to thank the folks at 
Borders Ramsey for (yet again) putting up with our foibles and follies.  Also, they should be thanked  
for their ability to carry fish... don't ask. 
 
In closing, the moderator reminded everyone that the ability to be a Tank does not excuse one from reading next 
month's selection, Madhouse by favorite Rob Thurman, and we all are looking forward to dinner at Nonna's 
Restaurant before the next meeting. 
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SFSNNJ Member Movie Reviews  
 

Santa Claus Conquers The Martians – Chris Hasselkus 
I have the 50 Movie Pack of SciFi "Classics" and I finally watched this one with a very young Pia Zadora. I didn't find it as bad as it 
was infantile; obviously geared to a very young audience. It looked like one of those kid's shows gone bad. The depiction of Santa 
Claus wasn't bad at all - almost uplifting. Could be a candidate for a future showing at That's Science Fiction! LOL 
 
Toy Story 3 – Chris Hasselkus 
Gene and I went up to the Lafayette Theatre in Suffern to see the last Saturday morning program, in this case The Three Stooges / 
Looney Tunes; 
afterward we went back to see Toy Story 3. Gene liked it but not as much as I did. I thought it was wonderful. Very funny and 
poignant too. Any time John Lasseter gets involved, and he cowrote this one, it will definitely be enjoyed. I'm sure Aubrey will have 
much more to say, but believe me when I say it was something special. Grade A 
 
Toy Story 3 – Gene McGrath 
I agree with Chris that Toy Story 3 was indeed poignant at times, but I feel that the NY Daily News review I read before seeing the 
film raised my expectations a little too high. The article said the film references Sartre - I did notice the existential themes, but I 
guess my lack of detailed knowledge about Sartre allowed me to miss any direct association... Still a very good film. 
 
Young Frankenstein – Chris H 
Hillsdale Library showed Young Frankenstein Monday night, June 21, 2010. 
I think it's Mel Brooks' best work. I'd say there were about 20 people there, and most had never seen it before. The Professor from 
Ramapo College said it was great satire on the Universal Frankenstein pictures of the 1930s and 1940s, and it is. Grade A. 

 
Upcoming Conventions 

DexCon 
Jul 7th-11th 2010 • Hyatt Morristown at Headquarters Plaza, Morristown, NJ 07960  

DexCon is a gaming convention, held annually in July in New Jersey, run by Double Exposure, Inc. It has a reputation for 
attracting leading game industry talent to participate, and hosts several national and world gaming championships. 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------
 

 
 

PARSIPPANY, NJ  
Fri., Sat. & Sun.   
July 9-11, 2010 
Hilton Parsippany Hotel/Creation Entertainment's East Coast 
- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Supernatural Convention 

Albacon 2010 

http://www.albacon.org/ 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

PARSIPPANY, NJ 
Fri., Sat. & Sun.  
August 13-15, 2010 

--------------------------------------------------------- 
Pi-Con  
Aug 20th-22nd 2010 • Crowne Plaza Enfield-

Springfield, Enfield, CT 06082 

board game, geek, roleplaying game, science, science 

fiction, technology, video game,. 

-------------------------------------------------------------- 

PARSIPPANY, NJ 
Fri., Sat. & Sun. 
Aug. 20-22, 2010 
Hilton Parsippany 
1 Hilton Court 

Twilight Convention 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Big Apple Comic-Con  
Oct 7th-10th 2010 • Pier 94, New York, NY 10019  

Join tens of thousands of fellow fans as they converge 
to celebrate the best in pop culture. Big Apple Comic-
Con brings it all - Movies, Comics, Toys, Video Gaming, 
Games, TV, Anime, Manga, Horror, Wrestling, MMA, 
Original Art, Collectibles & More! 

------------------------------------------------------------------New 
York Comic Con  

Oct 8th-10th 2010 • , New York, NY 10001  

 art, comics, cosplay, fantasy, media, science fiction. 

http://www.dexposure.com/home.html�
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http://www.pi-con.org/�
http://containment.greententacles.com/confinder/06082/�
http://containment.greententacles.com/tags/board_game/�
http://containment.greententacles.com/tags/geek/�
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http://containment.greententacles.com/tags/science_fiction/�
http://containment.greententacles.com/tags/technology/�
http://containment.greententacles.com/tags/video_game/�
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